This paper predicts the seats-votes curve for the 2008 U.S House elections. We document how the electoral playing field has shifted from a Republican advantage between 1996 and 2004 to a Democratic tilt today. Due to the shift in incumbency advantage from the Republicans to the Democrats, compounded by a greater number of retirements among Republican members, we show that the Democrats now enjoy a partisan bias, and can expect to win more seats than votes for the first time since 1992. While this bias is not as large as the advantage the Republicans held in 2006, it is likely to help the Democrats win more seats than votes and thus expand their majority.
Introduction
The 2008 U.S. House elections mark the first time since 1994 that the Democrats will seek to retain a majority. With the political climate favoring Democrats this year, it seems almost certain that the party will retain control, and will likely increase its share of seats. In seven national polls taken between January and April of this year, Democrats enjoyed a fiveto-eighteen point advantage in the generic congressional ballot (Realclearpolitics.com); as Bafumi, Erikson and Wlezien (2007) point out, these early polls, suitably adjusted, are good predictors of the November vote. Finally, as of early May, bettors at intrade.com put the probability of the Democrats retaining a majority at greater than 90% (Intrade.com 2008) .
In this paper we document how the electoral playing field has shifted from a Republican 
The 2008 Electoral Landscape
The 2006 elections marked only the second time since 1954 that control of the House switched from one party to the other. In the six elections from 1996 to 2004, the Democrats obtained a greater share of the average district vote than Republicans in all but one elec-tion. 2 However, they were not able to overcome the Republicans' built-in advantage to obtain a majority of seats. The reasons for this advantage could be found largely in the difference between districts controlled by the two parties prior to the 2006 elections; some of this difference was due to geographic factors and favorable redistricting, and some to the Republicans' incumbency advantage. In 2006, the Democrats finally obtained a significant enough share of the average district vote to overcome the partisan bias that the Republicans enjoyed and gain control of the House, winning 233 seats. 3 The shift in control of the House has meant a concomitant switch in incumbency advan- 
Predicting the Seats-Votes Curve
We seek to quantify how much an advantage the Democratic party is likely to enjoy by estimating the seats-votes curve for the 2008 elections. We refer readers to our earlier article for a thorough description of how we estimate the seats-votes curve for a given election.
Our goal is not to predict the national vote (we leave this to national forecasts and polls), but to predict the number of seats a party will hold given their average district vote in the election. In brief, we incorporate district-level information, such as incumbency status and the vote percentage in the previous election, to generate a prediction of the number of seats the Democrats or Republicans can expect to win across a range of possible national swings in the average district votes. 6 As we demonstrated, the method was generally successful in predicting the actual translation between votes and seats in the 19 non-redistricting election years (those not ending in "2") from 1958 to 2004. And in 2006, the seats-votes curve we estimated predicted that the Democrats would win 231 seats based on their actual average district vote of 54.9%, just two short of the 233 they actually won.
As noted above, the shift in party control of the House now means that the Democrats enjoy an overall incumbency advantage. This advantage will be compounded by the imbalance in retirements, which has important implications for both the parties' expected vote shares and the relationship between seats and votes. For every Republican incumbent that retires, we can expect the Democratic vote share to increase by an estimated eight percent in that district. 7 Thus, assuming thirty Republicans retire (a total equal to 7% of all House seats), 6 Data on incumbency status and lagged vote was drawn from our 2006 analysis. Data on retirements and resignations was collected by referring to state election websites and various new sources. As of this writing, information on which seats will be uncontested is not available, but should become so as we move closer to the election. 
Conclusion
Following up on our analysis of the 2006 election, which saw the Democrats' overcome a partisan bias in favor of the Republicans to gain a majority of House seats, we predicted the 
